Bronze medal for Heather Maitland at FINA open water World Cup

July, 24, 2009

Heather Maitland of Toronto won the bronze medal in the women’s 10 kilometre race on Thursday at a FINA World Cup open water event held in Roberval, Que. Maitland pulled ahead of Stephanie Hassell of Calgary in the final 500 metres and clocked two hours and 14 minutes and 19 seconds.

Christine Jennings led the U.S., to a 1-2 finish with Nicole Vernon in second place. Hassell was in the lead group early on with the two Americans. At the five kilometre mark, Jennings broke free and gradually increased her lead. Meanwhile Vernon and Hassell were together for the next four kilometres. All this time Maitland was on her own about 30 seconds back. It is only at the 8.75 kilometre mark that Maitland shifted gears and started to reel in Vernon and Hassell. In the final 500 metres, Maitland passed her compatriot and finished just a few hundredths of a second behind Vernon.

On the men’s side, Xavier Desharnais of Sherbrooke, Que., was the top Canadian in sixth finishing ahead of compatriots Richard Weinberger of Victoria and Aimeson King of Etobicoke, Ont.
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